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The endemic Sri Lankan Woodpigeon is listed as Columba torringtoni Bonaparte,

1854, by Peters (1937). The citation is preceded by another citation from 'Kelaart,

1852' where the name used was Palumbus torringtonii and this was given as a

nomen nudum. However, Warren (1966) credited authorship to Kelaart, 1853, citing

the spelling as torringtonii and 'Kelaart, 1853 in Blyth, Prodromus Faunce

Zeylonicce; Appendix C: 35 (published in J. r. Asiat. Soc. Ceylon Branch, 11 (1853),

pt. 1).' To cite this Warren must have found a description. Despite this, the name has

continued to be attributed to Bonaparte (Goodwin 1967, Phillips 1978, Ripley 1982,

Dickinson 2003).

The Prodromus Faunce Zeylonicce, of Kelaart, is a rare publication and details of

its composition, issue (perhaps in parts) and dates of publication are all disputed. So

much so that the comments of our referees led us to abandon any attempt to present

such details as we have developed from copies examined in London, India and Sri

Lanka. There is, we confess, no certainty to be presented.

However, we will state our convictions briefly. Part of the work was printed in

1852 and the title page is dated 1852. There is no evidence known to us that proves

that it was published before 1853. Taylor (1947) concluded that 'Volume I was

almost certainly published in 1853 and Vol. II in 1854'. We accept those dates.

Taylor also referred to the appendices, the pages that concern us, considering them

to be part of Vol. I, and included 'The Catalogue of Birds' stating that this was 'taken

from the January 1852 issue of the Jour. Ceylon Asiatic Soc. which makes it certain

that the book was not published in 1852'^ Although some parts of the Prodromus

were previously published in the Journal ofthe Ceylon Branch ofthe Royal Asiatic

Society, and the 'Catalogue of Ceylon Birds' by Kelaart & Layard (1853a,b)^ is such

a part, this is not relevant to the description of the pigeon.

' Some may feel that 'the book', i.e. vol. I, appeared in parts. This might lead one to an earlier date of

publication of the name of this pigeon, but we do not claim that. The List of Contents seen by us has five

entries under 'Appendix' the last being 'Mr. Blyth's notes on Ceylon Mammals, Reptiles etc.'. If this

volume appeared in parts, a part (perhaps part 1), may have concluded at the end of this, which is p.50

of the separate pagination afforded the appendices, but may have included the next four pages which

appear to belong to the same signature (or printed page before folding and cutting). The four extra pages

contain two letters dated December 1852 which add to our comfort with Taylor's conclusion that 1853 is

the date for these pages.

^ This comprises pp.55-62 of the Prodromus but originated in the Journal of the Ceylon Branch of the

Royal Asiatic Society where it appeared in two parts, one in each of the first two issues of vol. II. The

pagination and dates of those issues making up Vol. II of that journal are apparently as follows: 1.

pp.1 56 (1853); 2. pp.57-96, i-lxii; 3. 97-181, Ixiii-cxix (1855). These probably appeared as Parts VI,

VII and VIII (before it was decided that they formed a separate volume). Within the journal there are

minutes of meetings that offer evidence as to the approximate dates of publication of issues 1 and 2.
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The acceptance of 1853^ rather than 1854 rehes on the minutes of a committee

meeting held on 21 December 1853 (Lamprey, 1855), which record that 'A letter

from Dr. Kelaart was read and laid on the table, stating, that he had been at great

expense in publishing, and requesting that the Society would accept copies of his

work in lieu of subscriptions due. It was then moved and agreed to, that two copies

of his publication be received, in lieu of all past arrears of subscription due by him

to the Society, and that a recommendation be made by the Committee at the next

General Meeting, that he be made a Corresponding member of the Society.'

The first description of the woodpigeon appeared in Blyth (1851) where Blyth

named it 'Palumbus elphinstonei (?, Sykes), var?' and no new name was therefore

introduced. As mentioned, earlier authors thought that the name dated from the

pages of the Prodromus and we have located it in several places: in Kelaart's 'The

Natural History of Newera-Ellia' (p. xxx), in 'General features of the Ornithology

of Ceylon' (p. 107), and on p. 130 in the 'Catalogue of Birds found in Ceylon', where

the name, given there as Carpophaga {Palumbus) Torringtonii Kelaart, lacks a valid

description as is the case in the earlier pages, and is thus a uomen nudum. In none

of these three locations is there, in our view, an 'indication' (see Glossary p. 107 in

ICZN 1999) that suffices to lead one to Blyth's description. Thus at each of these

places the name is a nomen nudum.

The nomenclatural act is to be found in the Appendix, labeled C where it begins

(p.22), although not given as such in the list of Contents. This is the source of

Warren's 'Appendix C. She was wrong however to view this as something

published in J. r. Asiat. Soc. Ceylon Branch'^, II (1853), pt. 1. It is not to be found

there. A detailed examination of this Appendix reveals that whilst, its author may

appear to be Blyth, it is in fact a compilation, with added remarks by Kelaart and

the content is drawn from Blyth (1846, 1849 and 1851). Thus here, on p.35, we find

the description of 'Palumbus elphinstonei (?, Sykes), var?' exactly as given by Blyth

(1851) but it is followed by 'Remarks.—This beautiful pigeon we have named after

Lady Torrington

—

P. Torringtonii. It is easily distinguished from all others in the

Island, from its large size and black crescentic shaped collar, edged and spotted with

white.
'^

Several conclusions may now be drawn. First, the original spelling was

torringtonii as given by Warren (1966), second the emendation to torringtoniae by

Holdsworth (1872) is correct; what the International code of zoological

nomenclature, fourth edn. (ICZN 1999) calls an incorrect original spelling must be

corrected (Art. 32.5.1)—in this case because the work itself shows that the taxon

was named for Viscountess Torrington—and Art. 31.1 of the Code requires that the

treatment of a personal name follow the rules of Latin grammar. Third, the

^ Also accepted by Pethiyagoda & Manamendra-Arachchi (1997).

"* This is an inverted abbreviation of the journal title: Journal of the Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asiatic

Society.

^ Lady Torrington (Mary Anne) was the wife of George Byng, Seventh Viscount Torrington (181 2-84),

and Governor of Ceylon 29 May 1847-18 October 1850.
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combination of the valid introduction of a new name (even if incorrectly formed)

and Kelaart's simultaneous 'we have named ...' must be taken to mean that the

authors of the name are Blyth & Kelaart^. The correct citation is therefore:

Palumbus torringtonii [sic] Blyth & Kelaart in Appendix C, p. 3 5 in Kelaart

('1852'=1853) Prodromus Faunce Zoologicce; emended to torringtoniae by

Holdsworth, 1872, Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond. p.466^. The Code (ICZN 1999) leaves

authorship of emended names with the original describer. In a short citation, it is

acceptable to use Columba torringtoniae (Blyth & Kelaart, 1853).
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Since the publication of a monograph by Cheke & Mann (2001) on the sunbirds,

spiderhunters, flowerpeckers and sugarbirds, all included within the Nectariniidae

by those authors and by Sibley & Monroe (1990), the invalidity of Hedydipna has

come to light.

Irwin (1999) separated Collared Sunbird (formerly known as Anthreptes

collaris) and its allies from Anthreptes, placing them in Hedydipna Cabanis, 1850,

the type species of which is H. platura Vieillot, 1819, by original designation

(although Cabanis 1850 used the spelling H. platyura, whilst on the same line

referring to Cinnyris platura Vieill.). Hedydipna had been used previously albeit

without explicit rationale by inter alia Zedlitz (1910) for H. p. adiabonensis,

Madarasz (1915) for H danakilensis, van Someren (1920) for H p. karamojensis

and Sclater (1930) and Mackworth-Praed & Grant (1955) for H. platura. However,

both Sclater and Mackworth-Praed & Grant retained collaris in Anthreptes, treating

Anthodiaeta zambesiana Shelley, 1880, as Anthreptes collaris zambesiana (Shelley

1880).

Fry et al. (2000) and Cheke & Mann (2001) followed Irwin (1999) in using

Hedydipna for collaris, platura, metallica and pallidigaster. However, this was

incorrect as, by 'position precedence' (ICZN 1999: 73, 295), Anthodiaeta has

precedence oyqy Hedydipna since Cabanis (1850) QYQCtQd Anthodiaeta as a gen. nov.

for collaris on the page prior to his description ofHedydipna. Roberts (1931, 1932)


